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EUROPLANT Pflanzenzucht GmbH 

Global distribution of premium quality seed potatoes  
EUROPLANT stands its ground in a fiercely competitive European market / 
Robust seed stock through high quality standards / Starting material 100 
percent from in-vitro cultures   

 

EUROPLANT Pflanzenzucht GmbH, Lüneburg, produces and distributes newly bred 

potato varieties worldwide. The company in Lower Saxony was founded in 1993 as a 

joint subsidiary of Kartoffelzucht Böhm GmbH & Co. KG and Nordkartoffel Zuchtgesell-

schaft mbH1. The partner companies are responsible for research and development, 

and EUROPLANT is the only authorised user of the newly bred varieties. The company 

also distributes the new varieties of the plant breeders Berding, Pohl, Jacobs and of 

Dutch breeding company Mansholt Veredelingsbedrijf B.V. EUROPLANT is headed by 

the two managing directors Jörg Eggers and Jörg Renatus.  

Network for international distribution  

Since 2002 EUROPLANT has been handling the operational activities for seed potatoes 

for the partner companies – from production planning to sales. In the business year 

2012/2013 the group of companies and its 130 employees generated a turnover of 

around 98 million euros. Worldwide, the EUROPLANT group distributes approx. 

250,000 tons of seed potatoes, 120,000 tons of which on the German market. Interna-

tional distribution is done through a network consisting of 12 subsidiaries and other 

contractual partners. The company in Lower Saxony operates in more than 50 coun-

tries. 

The basis for production are the more than 450,000 plantlets of various varieties that 

are grown each year by the sister company Bioplant GmbH in Ebstorf. “The high quality 

1 The owners of Nordkartoffel are the farmers who have joined forces through the cooperatives Vereinigte 
Saatzuchten Ebstorf-Roche eG, Raiffeisen Centralheide eG Soltau and Stader Saatzucht eG Stade. 

 

                                                           



of our seed potatoes is also ensured because they are fully based on in-vitro culture”, 

says Jörg Renatus. “Our starting materials for the further propagation of seed potatoes 

is grown in the lab.”  

To safeguard the company’s high quality standards, the first field generations are only 

grown on the fields of the agricultural holdings of Böhm Nordkartoffel Agrarproduktion 

OHG, another sister company. Further seed potato generations are grown by EURO-

PLANT contract farmers in the domestic market and abroad.  

Ten years to market maturity 

For a new potato variety to reach market maturity takes an average of ten years of in-

tensive breeding. Only once the German federal office for plant varieties (Bun-

dessortenamt) has recognised a breed of potato as a new variety, can this variety be 

grown and sold. “The federal office compares the new variety with all the existing ones 

and checks whether it has better characteristics than other varieties”, says Jörg Eggers. 

“Because competition is fierce among European breeders, only very few varieties 

achieve market relevance despite many years of research and development.” Within 

Europe, the German market is particularly competitive. On average, prices for seed 

stock are lower in Germany than in comparable EU countries – a factor that ultimately 

is of benefit to German producers and therefore also consumers.  

 
For more information: 

EUROPLANT Pflanzenzucht GmbH 
Wulf-Werum-Str. 1, 21337 Lüneburg 

Tel.: (04131) 7480-05, email: info@europlant.biz  

 

Engel & Zimmermann AG 
Sybille Geitel / Dr Matthias Glötzner 
Am Schloßpark 15, 82131 Gauting 

Tel.: (089) 893 563-3, email: info@engel-zimmermann.de 
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